
 

Compline : Night Prayer 

for Passiontide – 

following the first 

Vespers of Palm Sunday 
 

Material in this service is from Common Worship Compline  

and New Patterns for Worship 

© Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England.  

The Blessing of the Light taken from Evening Prayer. 

First Collect taken from ‘Prayers for an Inclusive Church, Steven Shakespeare, Canterbury 

Press, 2008 

 

 

 

The Gathering … 
 
 
Welcome and introduction 

 

 

Preparation 
 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night  

and a perfect end. 

 

Amen. 

 

Our help is in the Name of the Lord 

who made heaven and earth. 

 

 

We come to God  

as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 

to ask for his forgiveness and peace.  

 

May your loving mercy come to me, O Lord, 

and your salvation according to your word: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Your word is a lantern to my feet, 

and a light to my path: 

Christ, have mercy 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

O let your mercy come to me that I may live, 

for your law is my delight: 

Lord, have mercy 

Lord, have mercy 

 

 

Song / hymn 
 

My song is love unknown,  

my Saviour’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown  

that they might lovely be. 

O who am I,  

that for my sake 

my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

 

He came from his blest throne, 

salvation to bestow; 

but we made strange, and none 

the longed-for Christ would know. 

But O, my Friend, 

my friend indeed,  

who at my need his life did spend! 
Text: S. Crossman (adapted) 

 

Psalmody 
 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills: 

from whence cometh my help. 

My help cometh even from the Lord: 

who hath made heaven and earth. 

 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: 

and he that keepeth thee will not sleep. 

Behold, he that keepeth Israel:  

shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

 

The Lord himself is thy keeper: 

the Lord is thy defence upon thy right hand; 

so that the sun shall not burn thee by day: 

neither the moon by night. 

 

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil : 

yea, it is even he that shall keep thy soul. 

The Lord shall preserve thy going out  

and thy coming in: 

from this time forth for evermore.  

 
Psalm 121 

Glory be to the Father,  

and to the Son: 

 and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning,  

is now and ever shall be : 

world without end. 

Amen.  



 

Scripture reading 
 

 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come 

with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. But some of them went to 

the Pharisees and told them what he had 

done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees 

called a meeting of the council, and said, 

‘What are we to do? This man is performing 

many signs. If we let him go on like this, 

everyone will believe in him, and the Romans 

will come and destroy both our holy place 

and our nation.’  

 

So from that day on they planned to put him 

to death 

 

Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and 

many went up from the country to Jerusalem 

before the Passover to purify themselves. 

They were looking for Jesus and were asking 

one another as they stood in the temple, 

‘What do you think? Surely he will not come 

to the festival, will he?’ Now the chief priests 

and the Pharisees had given orders that 

anyone who knew where Jesus was should let 

them know, so that they might arrest him. 

 
John 11 :45- 48 ,53, 55-57 

Taken from the Eucharistic Anglican Lectionary gospel reading 
for the day 

  

 

 

Responsory 
 

 

Into your hands, O Lord,  

I commend my spirit.  

Into your hands, O Lord,  

I commend my spirit.  

 

For you have redeemed me,  

Lord God of truth 

I commend my spirit.  

 

Keep me as the apple of your eye. 

Hide me under the shadow  

of your wings 

 

Nunc Dimittis (Gospel Canticle) 

 

Save us Lord, while waking; 

and guard us while sleeping; 

that awake we may watch with Christ, 

and asleep may rest in peace. 

 

Now, Lord,  

you let your servant go in peace* 

your word has been fulfilled. 

 

My own eyes have seen the salvation* 

which you have prepared  

in the sight of every people; 

 

A light to reveal you to the nations* 

and the glory of your people, Israel. 

 

Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now 

and shall be for ever,  

world without end.  

Amen  

 

Save us Lord, while waking; 

and guard us while sleeping; 

that awake we may watch with Christ, 

and asleep may rest in peace. 

 

 

Intercession… 

 

 
…..  intercession…. Bringing to mind those whom we 
pray for and holding them in God’s love…, bringing 
the needs of the world, the church, and those who 
have no-one to pray for them… 
 
 

Collects for Passiontide 

 

God of compassion, 

you call us out of the bindings of death 

on this, our resurrection day: 

make us ready to surrender 

the fear in which we hide 

to step into your future 

alive and unashamed; 

through Jesus Christ, 

the life of the world. 

 



 

Most merciful God, 

who by the death and resurrection  

of your Son Jesus Christ, 

delivered and saved the world: 

grant that by faith in him  

who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father,  

which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive them  

that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever. 

Amen.  

 

 

Blessing and departure 
 

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 

for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 

for the night is at hand  

and the day is now past. 

 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 

so do we look for you, O Christ 

 

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 

the Lord make his face shine upon us 

and be gracious to us; 

the Lord look kindly on us, and give us peace. 

 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from 

all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

 

Amen  

 
Goodnight ….  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All songs and prayers are covered by copyright licences as below: 
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