
 

Compline : Night Prayer 
The path of Shadows 

 
 

Material in this service is from The Earth Cries Glory, Steven 
Shakespeare, Canterbury Press, 2019. 

All songs and prayers are covered by copyright licences as below: 

CCLI 1104698, Calamus 2120 

 

The Gathering … 
 
Welcome and introduction 
 
From our cycle of prayer for this worshipping 
community: Tonight’s Office Prayer is offered for 

• Ss. John & James, (The Litherland & Orrell 
Hey Team), in the Liverpool Diocese 

• and for the S. David’s Diocese 

 

Preparation 
 

Under the wings of the Spirit, 

the Spirit of the shining dark: 

let there be rest. 

 

The flame dies down, 

the winter moon rises: 

let there be rest 

 

In the ending of the day; 

in the time of letting go: 

let there be rest.  
 

Attending 
 

The night comes, 

easing our anxious grasp, 

opening us to untold truth, 

dreaming beyond words. 

Let us receive the gifts of this night. 
 

Song  
 

Come O Lord, give us your Spirit; 

Come, O Lord, unto our lives. 

Come, O Lord, open our hearts 

to receive your Word. 

Alleluia, Alleluia 

Alleluia, Come, Spirit Come. 
Text: Lourdes Gospel Acclamation 

Music: Mike Stanley 
(STF 759) 

Offering 
 

At the time of greatest darkness 

is a surrender of control. 

 

At the time of smallest light 

is a life that waits unseen. 

 

Help us let go of what needs to pass. 

Help us receive what waits to be born. 

 

 

 

Psalmody for the day 
 

The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it,* 

the compass of the world  

and all who dwell therein. 

 

For he has founded it upon the seas* 

and set it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 

 

‘Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord,* 

or who can rise up in his holy place?’ 

 

Those who have clean hands  

and a pure heart,* 

who have not lifted up their soul to an idol, 

nor sworn an oath to a lie; 

 

‘They shall receive a blessing from the Lord,* 

a just reward from the God of their salvation,’ 

 

Such is the company of those who seek him,* 

of those who seek your face, O Jacob 
Psalm 24 

Glory be to the Father,  

and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning,  

is now and ever shall be : 

world without end. Amen.  
 

 

 

 

The light dwindles 

into the darkness of winter.  

It seems so fragile; 

but the dark gathers it, 

keeps it safe,  

helps it to shine. 

 



 

The life dwindles 

into the darkness of earth, 

it seems to be lost; 

but the dark treasures it, 

keeps it rooted, 

helps it to rebirth. 

 

The divine dwindles  

into the darkness of the womb. 

It seems impossible; 

but the dark nurtures it, 

and the Christ is born 

in each of us. 

 

When the dark threatens us, 

when the light dazzles us, 

when life overwhelms us, 

we remember God is with us 

in the gentleness of the dark, 

the inspiration of the light 

and the courage to be who we are.  

 

 

Christ, you travelled with your friends  

as evening fell, 

sharing stories, enflaming hearts. 

 

We hear you now: 

‘Do not be afraid. All will be well’ 

 

 

Scripture reading 
 
He said to them, ‘Is a lamp brought in to be put 
under the bushel basket, or under the bed, and not 
on the lampstand? For there is nothing hidden, 
except to be disclosed; nor is anything secret, 
except to come to light.’ 

Mark 4: 21-22 
from the Anglican Eucharistic Lectionary for the day, NRSV 

 
 

 

Song 
 

This little light of mine,  

I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, 

I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, 

I’m gonna let it shine,  

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  

 

The light that shines is the light of love, 

lights the darkness from above, 

it shines on me and it shines on you, 

and shows what the power of love can do. 

I’m gonna shine my light both far and near, 

I’m gonna shine my light  

both bright and clear. 

Where there’s a dark corner in this land, 

I’m gonna let my little light shine. 

 

This little light of mine,  

I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, 

I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, 

I’m gonna let it shine,  

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  

 

On Monday he gave me the gift of love, 

Tuesday peace came from above, 

on Wednesday he told me  

to have more faith, 

on Thursday he gave me a little more grace, 

on Friday he told me to watch and pray, 

on Saturday he told me just what to say, 

on Sunday he gave me the power divine 

to let my little light shine 

 

 This little light of mine…. 
Text and music: trad 
(HON Liturgical 849) 

 
 

Nunc Dimittis (Gospel Canticle) 
 

 

Save us, O Lord, while waking, 

and guard us while sleeping, 

that awake we may watch with Christ 

and asleep may rest in peace. 

 

Now, Lord,  

you let your servant go in peace* 

your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation* 

which you have prepared  

in the sight of every people; 

 

A light to reveal you to the nations* 

and the glory of your people, Israel. 

 

 



 

Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now 

and shall be for ever,  

world without end. Amen  

 

Save us, O Lord, while waking, 

and guard us while sleeping, 

that awake we may watch with Christ 

and asleep may rest in peace. 

 
 

Intercession… 

 

 
We hold in your presence 

the gifts and wounds of the day. 

We thank you for the ways we have grown, 

however slow and hidden  

that growth might be. 

 

In the harvest of this winter night, 

give us a love  

that nurtures seeds yet to be born. 

We offer you the promises born today 

and the hopes and fears we carry into the 

dark.  

 
Bidding prayers may be offered 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father,  

which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive them  

that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

the power and the glory  

for ever and ever. 

Amen.  

Blessing and departure 
 

Keep us, holy Spirit of air, 

under the shadow of your wings. 

Keep us, holy Spirit of earth, 

in the darkening of your trees. 

Keep us, holy Spirit of water, 

in the stillness of your depths. 

Keep us, holy Spirit of fire, 

in the embers of your heart. 

 

May the God of this night 

protect us, surround us, watch us. 

May the God of this night, 

Renew us, deepen us, dream us. 

May the God of this night 

wait with us for the coming dawn.  

 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from 

all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen  

 

 

 


