
 

Ita Compline 
Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 
 

 
 

Sculpture of Jacob’s Dream at Abilene Christian University, 
Texas 

 

The Gathering … 
 
From our cycle of prayer for this dispersed 
worshipping community: Tonight’s Office Prayer is 
offered for 

• the clergy team, people and communities of 
Worcester Cathedral 

• and for the Oxford Diocese.  
 
 
We begin by making the sign of the Cross 

 

 

Preparation 
 

Open our eyes to your Presence 

Open our minds to your grace 

Open our lips to your praises 

Open our hearts to your love 

Open our lives to your healing 

And be found among us  
 

 

The Sacred Three 

to save 

to shield 

to surround 

this night every night  

Self-examination, Sorrow and 

forgiveness…. 
 

Search me, O God, and know my heart. 

Test me and know my thoughts. 

 

See if there is any wicked way in me, 

and lead me in the way everlasting.  

 

 

O Father, O Son, O Holy Spirit, 

forgive me my sins. 

O only-begotten Son  

of the heavenly Father,  

forgive. 

O God who is one, 

O God  who is true, 

O God who is first, 

O God who is one substance, 

O God only mighty,  

in three Persons, truly merciful 

forgive. 

 

 

O God of life, this night,  

O darken not to us thy light. 

 

O God of life this night,  

close not thy gladness to my sight. 

 

 

Scripture reading 
 
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He 
came to a certain place and stayed there for the 
night, because the sun had set.  
 
Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it 
under his head and lay down in that place. And he 
dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the 
earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it.  
 
And the Lord stood beside him and said, “Know that 
I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, 
and will bring you back to this land; for I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have promised 
you.”  
 
Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely 
the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” 

Genesis 28: 10 – 13: 15-16 

 



 

Psalm 
 

O God, you search me and you know me. 

All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 

When I walk or lie down you are before me: 

ever the maker and keeper of my days. 

 

You know my resting and my rising. 

You discern my purpose from afar, 

and with love everlasting you besiege me: 

in every moment of life or death, you are. 

 

For you created me and shaped me,  

gave me life within my mother’s womb. 

For the wonder of who I am, I praise you: 

safe in your hands all creation is made new. 

 
Words and Music : Bernadette Farrell 

Based on psalm 139 

 

Scripture reading 
 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He 
found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found him about whom Moses in the law and 
also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.”  
 
When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he 
said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there 
is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you 
get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under 
the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael 
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the 
King of Israel!”  
 
Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than these.” And he said to him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man.” 

John 1: 43 – 51 
Taken from the Anglican Eucharistic Lectionary for the day 

 

Response 
 

Keep your people, Lord, 

in the arms of your embrace. 

Shelter them under your wings. 

 

 

Intercession… 
 

Father abide 

Christ beside 

Spirit reside 

The Three shield 
 

Be our light in darkness. 

Be our hope in distress. 

Be our calm in anxiety. 

Be our strength in weakness. 

Be our comfort in pain. 

Be our song in the night.  
 

……….  
 

Holy God, Three in One, 

enfold in love 

heal in mercy 

and hold in delight and mercy 

those who have died. 

Shield and encircle those who mourn 

O Jesu, O Spirit, O loving Father, 

hold. 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Holy Three in One,  

Lift these prayers this night 

and hold us and all creation 

always in the circle of your love 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father,  

which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive them  

that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever. 

Amen.  

 



 

Nunc Dimittis (Gospel Canticle) 
 

Grant us your light, O Lord, 

that the darkness  

of our hearts being overcome 

we may receive the true light, 

even Christ our Saviour 

 

Now Lord, let your servant 

leave this life in peace: 

for your word has taught us – 

love will never cease. 

 

Eyes with wonder seeing 

in this moment’s rite, 

Israel’s promised glory, 

every nation’s light. 

 

Holy people waiting 

for Christ’s light to shine: 

temple prayers now answered – 

Jesus is God’s sign. 

 

Sign and Son and Saviour 

held in Mary’s arms: 

promise for all peoples 

sung in Israel’s psalms. 
 

Music: ‘Eudoxia’ Sabine Baring Gould (HON New Anglican 263) 
Text: © Neil Thompson 2012 

 

Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now 

and shall be for ever,  

world without end.  

Amen  

 

Grant us your light, O Lord, 

that the darkness  

of our hearts being overcome 

we may receive the true light, 

even Christ our Saviour 

 

Blessing and departure 
 

In peace will we lie down,  

for it is you, O Lord, 

you alone who makes us to rest secure.  

 

Be it on your own beloved arm,  

O God of grace, that we in peace shall awake. 

 

May the peace of the Lord Christ  

go with us, 

wherever we may wander, 

may he guide us through the wilderness, 

protect us through the storm. 

May he bring us back rejoicing,  

at the wonders he has shown us, 

may he bring us back, rejoicing, 

once again through those doors.  

 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from 

all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

 

Amen  

 
Goodnight ….  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Material in this service is adapted from ‘Celtic Daily Prayer’,  
Book One, William Collins 2015 
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