
                        St Matthias & St George Parish Church. 

                                         A member of “Christ the King” team ministry 

                             Week commencing Sunday July 18th 2021, 7th after Trinity 
 

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members 

of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 

himself as the cornerstone. Ephesians 2 v 21 
 

Fr Glenn Reading – Team Vicar 

Tel 01527 894436 or 07964 282278 

Curate: Mthr. Victoria Barlow email 

mthrvictoria@yahoo.com 

Anne Batchelor - Mission Enabler, Calling Young 

Disciples- abatchelor@cofe-worcester.org.uk 

07931175448 
 

  Please maintain the Covid safety measures that 

are currently in place. Glenn has said the following 

regarding possible changes in current restrictions. ‘In 

terms of Covid guidelines, we are waiting for the 

Church of England to revise its advice and we 

should have this on Monday the 19th. I think that 

individual churches will be able to make decisions 

for themselves, although I won't know this until 

the advice is published. We are planning to sing 

on the 25th, if we are permitted, and I personally 

would lean towards keeping face coverings for 

indoors for the time being. I think communion 

will still be in one kind, so just the wafer and that 

would be my preference.  

It would be good to get a feel for what people 

are thinking around the issues, as I suspect 

there will be a range of opinions.’ Please let 

Glenn know your views about future safety 

measures. 
 

Please note - additional online services. 

- Fr Glenn continues to stream Sunday Evening 

Prayer at 6pm on our Facebook page. 

- Mthr Victoria continues to offer Compline on 

  Tuesdays, at 9pm. Just press ctrl+ and click on the 

following link  
 https://www.facebook.com/victoria.barlow.750    
 - You can also watch Rev Ruth Wilson offer Evening 

Prayer from the Methodist Manse at 5.00 pm on 

Mondays. Just click Control + here to view 
 

 Weekday services are on: Tuesday 10 am 
 Astwood Bank –Traditional Language 

Thursday 10 am St Peter’s, Crabbs Cross. 
 

We pray for those who are sick: Philippa, Rosie,  

Alex Jean, Margaret Emms, Marion, Alexei, Dora,  

Margaret Savage, Nesta, Heather, Carol, Carla,  

Carole, Tim, Jon & Naomi, Colin, Steven, Margaret  

Andrew, Brian, Wendy Voller, Christopher Shakles  

(Can you please let Richard Porteous know if any of 

the above no longer need our prayers.) 
 

Nb Please give notices for inclusion in next 

week’s Spotlight to Tony Strong by next 

Thursday on 01527 893560 

Foodbanks: There is a box at the rear of the church in 

which food and toiletry gifts can be placed which will 

go to Redditch Homestart and local foodbanks. Items 

particularly needed are: instant mash; tinned meat –ham, 

corn beef; tinned carrots, peas and potatoes; long life fruit 

juice, custard; rice puddings; tinned fruit, jam, 

toothpaste. 

   

Treasurer’s half- yearly report 2021: Here is a copy 

of Ann Robinson’s half-yearly Treasurer’s report. 

”Thank you all for your continued support. Our income 

from collections and donations is on a par with last year 

and with the return of the Pre-School the income from 

the hall has covered the running costs and hopefully will 

make a profit as the year progresses. The hall cleaning 

costs have doubled because of the need for extra 

cleaning. We have paid £6000 towards the parish share 

which is about a quarter of what we need to find this 

year - if we can. 

Income/expenditure £6,690 in collections and other 

donations (tax to be added soon), church running costs 

£2,527; £5363.63 hall rents (some owing £525.63), 

hall expenses £4901 

Total income £12,053, total expenses £13,428 

Any ideas for raising funds would be appreciated, I have 

been picking fruit and hope to do some jam and chutney 

making in the autumn. Orders accepted later! Best 

wishes, Ann” 
 

A very big thank you to Ann for continuing to 

undertake the onerous task of Treasurer; and also a 

very big thank you to Irene Hamilton who has decided 

to take a step away from being Churchwarden and will 

be equally busy instead with hers and Ian’s Golden 

Wedding Anniversary, and helping out with Jed, their 

latest grandchild.  
 

Let’s wish Brenda Mole a very Happy 

Birthday for today as she reaches a 

rather big milestone which begins with 

the number 8!  
 

Care of the church grounds: Julia and Julian have been 

doing a sterling job of improving and maintaining the 

Memorial Garden but it is apparent that other parts of the 

church grounds are looking a little scruffy. The weeds along 

the kerbs have been doused with weed-killer but require 

some kind soul(s) to remove them now that they are dead. 

Likewise the car park could do with the stones which have 

found their way onto the tarmac being swept up and 

returned to the stone border. Any offers? (Thanks to the 

person who has already taken up the challenge)  

 Log onto our website for more information at 

www.astwoodbankchurch.org.uk 
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