
 

Compline : Night Prayer 

on Tuesdays  
 

Material in this service is taken from Jim Cotter ‘ Prayer 

at Night’, Cairns, 1991 

 

The Gathering … 
 

The angels of God guard us through the night, 

and quieten the powers of darkness. 

 

The Spirit of God be our guide 

to lead us to peace and to glory 

 

God is spirit, and those who worship God 

must worship in spirit and in truth. 

 
Our help is in the name of the eternal God 

who is making the heavens and the 

earth 

 

 

Dear God, thank you for all that is good, 

for our creation and our humanity, 

for the stewardship you have given us 

of this planet earth, 

for the gifts of life and of one another, 

for your love,  

which is unbounded and eternal….. 

 

O Thou, Most Holy and Beloved, 

My Companion, my Unicorn,  

my Guide upon the Way. 

 

Words of love and penitence… 
 

Merciful God,  

we have not loved you with our whole heart, 

nor our neighbours as ourselves. 

Forgive what we have been, 

accept us as we are, 

and guide what we shall be….. 

 

O God of Mercy, we thank you… 

 

you forgive our past sin, 

you strengthen us in your gift of eternal life, 

you shape us for glory. 

 

O God of mercy, we thank you…. 

 

Eternal Spirit, flow through our being 

and open our lips 

that our mouths may proclaim  

your praise. 

 

Let us worship the God of Love: 

Alleluia, alleluia 

 

 

Hymnody 
 

 

Lord, we come to ask your healing, 

teach us of love; 

all unspoken shame revealing, 

teach us of love. 

Take our selfish thoughts and actions, 

petty feuds, divisive faction, 

hear us now to you appealing, 

teach us of love. 

 

 

Bless our hearts with joy and gladness, 

Lift us with Love; 

hope and grace through all our sadness, 

keep us in love; 

show us how to know your presence 

in all times and in all seasons; 

help us then to bear your likeness; 

fill us with Love 

 

 

Help us live for one another, 

bind us in love. 

Help us see you in each other, 

lead us in love, 

as we bring ourselves before you; 

all we are, and all we walk through; 

weave our love with sister, brother; 

join us in love 

 
Text: v. 1 Jean Holloway, vv. 2-3 Cecilia March 

music: ‘Ar hyd y nos’  - welsh trad 

 

Psalmody 
 

I will lift up my eyes to the mountains, 

but where shall I find help? 

From you alone, O God, does my help come, 

Creator of the ever-changing hills. 

 



 

You will not let me stumble  

on the rough pathways,  

you care for me  

and watch over me without ceasing. 

I am sure that the Guardian of Israel 

neither slumbers nor sleeps. 

The God of all peoples keeps watch, 

like a shadow spread over me. 

 

So the sun will not strike me by day, 

nor the moon by night, 

You will defend me in the presence of evil, 

you will guard my life. 

 

You will defend my going out  

and my coming in, 

this night and always. 
 

O God, I give you thanks  

for the wisdom of your counsel, 

even at night you have instructed my heart. 

I have set your face always before me, 

you are at my right hand and I shall not fall. 

 

 

Therefore my heart is glad 

and my spirit rejoices, 

my flesh also shall rest secure. 

 

Glory be to God,  

sustaining, redeeming, sanctifying, 

as in the beginning, so now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Scripture reading 
 
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, 
and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his 
place at the table.  And a woman in the city, who 
was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in 
the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of 
ointment. She stood behind him at his feet, 
weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears 
and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued 
kissing his feet and anointing them with the 
ointment.  
 
Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, 
he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he 
would have known who and what kind of woman 
this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner.”   
 

Then turning toward the woman, Jesus said to 
Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your 
house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she 
has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them 
with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the 
time I came in she has not stopped kissing my 
feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she 
has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore, I 
tell you, her sins, which were many, have been 
forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the 
one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” Then he 
said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  

Luke 7 : 36 – 39, 44 - 48 
 

Responsory 
 

Into your hands, O God,  

I commend my spirit, 

for you have redeemed me,  

O God of truth and love. 

 

Keep me, O God, as the apple of an eye: 

hide me under the shadow of your 

wings. 

 

Nunc Dimittis (Gospel Canticle) 
 

Preserve us, O God, while waking 

and guard us while sleeping, 

that awake we may watch with Christ, 

and asleep may rest in your peace. 

Praise be to God,  

I have lived to see this day. 

God’s promise is fulfilled 

and my duty done. 

 

At last you have given me peace, 

for I have seen with my own eyes 

the salvation you have prepared  

for all nations –  

a light to the world in its darkness, 

and the glory of your people, Israel. 

 

Glory be to God,  

sustaining, redeeming, sanctifying, 

as in the beginning, so now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Preserve us, O God, while waking 

and guard us while sleeping, 

that awake we may watch with Christ, 

and asleep may rest in your peace. 

 



 

 

Intercession… 
 

…..  intercession…. Bringing to mind those whom we 
pray for and holding them in God’s love…, bringing 
the needs of the world, the church, and those who 
have no-one to pray for them… 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father,  

which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive them  

that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever. 

 

Amen.  

 

Blessing and departure 
 

I will lie down in peace and take my rest, 

for it is in God alone  

that I dwell unafraid. 

 

Let us bless the Life-Giver,  

the Pain-Bearer, the Love-Maker 

let us praise and exalt God  

above all for ever. 

 

May God’s name be praised 

beyond the furthest star; 

glorified and exalted above all for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O God,  

the Source of the whole world’s gladness 

and the bearer of its pain,  

may your unconquerable joy  

rest at the heart  

of all our trouble and distress.  

 

 

To God the Creator  

who loved us first  

and gave this world to be our home,  

 

to God the redeemer who loves us  

and by dying and rising  

pioneered the way of freedom,  

 

to God the Sanctifier  

who spreads the divine love in our hearts, 

be praise and glory for time and for eternity. 

 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from 

all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

 

 

Amen  

 
Goodnight …. 
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